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April 2017

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

This letter is to update you with information regarding the Dual Enrollment (DE) courses offered at Tewksbury Memorial High School for the 2017-2018 school year.  Similar to many of our area high schools, Tewksbury has collaborated with Middlesex Community College (MCC) to make this DE opportunity available to our students while in the comfort of their own high school. 

For the 2017-2018 school year, interested junior and senior students will have the opportunity to participate in 5 different courses for DE, and will receive Honors weighting for all the courses.
· Honors Senior English (Counts as 2 college DE courses: Semester 1: ELA Comp1 and/or Semester 2: ELA Comp 2)...students may take either or both of these DE courses.
· Honors US History (Counts as 2 college DE courses: Semester 1, US History 1 and/or Semester 2, US History 2)...students may take either or both of these DE courses.
· Honors Biotechnology ...this is a single semester course

MCC will offer the college level DE courses to TMHS students at a reduced cost of $87.00 per credit (i.e: a 3 credit semester course = $261.00). Upon successful completion of a DE course, the student will earn credit at both the high school honors level, and earn an official college transcript.

Additionally, DE courses may benefit students in several ways. They may:
· motivate capable students and build their confidence that they can handle a college course load.
· provides students with a more competitive edge and strengthens their high school transcript for the college application process.
· save families significant money towards the overall cost of college by offering these core courses at a very reduced rate. (*All MA colleges and universities accept these transfer credits based on the MA Transfer Agreement, while private school acceptance of credits may vary.)
· reduce a college freshman semester course load down to 4 courses rather than 5, if the college allows. (Core Course requirements will vary from one institution to another.) 

Note: It is not imperative that students attend MCC after graduation to transfer these college credits.
*Learn more about the MA Commonwealth Commitment, Dual Enrollment and more at: http://www.mass.edu/about/whatsnew.asp#macomcom

The deadline to register for these courses has been extended to April 28, 2017.  All necessary forms are available for students in the Guidance office.

Please note that students must meet 2 key criterion to participate in DE:
· Have a GPA of 2.5 or higher upon the start of the course
· Pass the college Accuplacer Exam (a no cost, in school exam administered by MCC at TMHS)

Accuplacer Exam is scheduled to be administered on May 10th in the TMHS Library.  Interested students need to register in Guidance. 



