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for Tewksbury Students entering Grade 6
(Nonfiction)
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The Keeper: The Unguarded Story of Tim Howard (Young Readers' Edition) by Tim Howard age range 8-12; 288 pages
In this heartwarming and candid memoir, US national soccer team goalkeeper Tim Howard opens up for the first time about how a hyperactive kid from New Jersey with Tourette Syndrome defied the odds to become one of the world's premier goalkeepers. After a successful seventeen-year professional soccer career, Howard became an overnight star during the 2014 World Cup in Brazil.
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I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McMcCormick age range 10-17; 240pages
I Am Malala is the memoir of a remarkable teenage girl who risked her life for the right to go to school. Raised in a changing Pakistan by an enlightened father from a poor background and a beautiful, illiterate mother from a political family, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. I Am Malala tells her story of bravery and determination in the face of extremism, detailing the daily challenges of growing up in a world transformed by terror.
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Who Was? What Was? and Where Is? Series by various authors. Various reading levels. 
Penguins’s Who Was? series makes learning history fun! Each Who Was?  What Was? and Where Is? book offers a detailed account of a famous figure’s life, historical period or place. 
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Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart By Fleming, Candace   RL 6.3, 118pgs Golden Kite Award for Nonfiction
Traces the life of female aviator Amelia Earhart from her childhood to her final flight, 

Discusses the extensive search for her and her missing plane, and includes photographs, maps, handwritten notes by Amelia, and sidebars
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Recommended Summer Reading (fiction) for Students entering Grade 6

The War that Saved my Life By Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, pages 316, Historical Fiction, Interest Level Grades 4 – 7, Grade level Equivalent: 6, Lexile® Measure:580L
Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust   Susan—and Susan                      begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? 
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                       Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?

The Eleventh Plague By: Jeff Hirsch, 261pgs, Science Fiction, Interest Level

Grades 7 – 9, Reading Level Grade level Equivalent: 5.2, Lexile® Measure: 790L 
In the aftermath of a war, America's landscape has been ravaged and two thirds of the population left dead from a vicious strain of influenza. Fifteen-year-old Stephen Quinn and his family were among the few that survived and became salvagers, roaming the country in search of material to trade for food and other items essential for survival.
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The Journey Back by Priscilla Cummings Adventure Interest Level. Grades 6 - 8. Reading Level. Grade level Equivalent: 5.3. Lexile®Measure: 810L. Pages 272
 Nine months in a juvenile detention facility was the punishment for his crime. After just a month he makes a bold escape that nearly kills him and soon an angry fourteen-year-old Digger is on the run. When injuries stop him, Digger hides at a riverside campground, where he befriends a young boy and a girl his own age. New friends, a job caring for rescued horses, and risking his life to save another make Digger realize that the journey back is not just about getting home. But he comes to terms with his troubled past and face what he's really running from?
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The Red Kayak By: Priscilla Cummings, 209pgs, Adventure, Interest Level

Grades 6 – 8, Reading Level Grade level Equivalent: 4.8, Lexile® Measure: 800L
Brady is the son of a Chesapeake Bay waterman. He loved the Corsica River where he and his family fish for crabs. A new family, the DiAngelos moves in next door to Brady’s family. They are one of the more well off families that recently moved into the neighborhood. One day, Brady and his friends see the red kayak owned by the DiAngelos heading into the river. Brady is uneasy because he felt that it could be dangerous to be out on the river during that time because of the tides and the wind. Brady implores his friends to join him in yelling out a warning but his friends ignore him.  Will the DiAngelos make it back safe?
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 Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen Realistic Fiction, pages 212, Interest Level Grades 5 – 8, Reading Level Grade level Equivalent: 4.8, Lexile® Measure:720L
The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. That was the second grade, but not much has changed by the seventh. She says: “My Bryce. Still walking around with my first kiss.” He says: “It’s been six years of strategic avoidance and social discomfort.” But in the eighth grade everything gets turned upside down. And just as he’s thinking there’s more to her than meets the eye, she’s thinking that he’s not quite all he seemed.
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The Raft By: S. A. Bodeen, 231pgs, Adventure

Robie is an experienced traveler. She’s taken the flight from Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands where her parents live, many times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute. She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there’s a new co-pilot named Max. All systems are go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn’t panic until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft.  And then ... she’s in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that’s when the real terror begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there’s no sign of help on the way. 
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Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin  240 pages; Realistic Fiction
Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her different - not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father.

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places to search.

Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story, brilliantly told from Rose's point of view.

[image: image14.jpg]



Saving Lucas Biggs by Marisa de los Santos and David Teague 293 pages; Sci-Fi
Thirteen-year-old Margaret knows her father is innocent, but that doesn't stop the cruel Judge Biggs from sentencing him to death. Margaret is determined to save her dad, even if it means using her family's secret—and forbidden—ability to time travel. With the help of her best friend, Charlie, and his grandpa Josh, Margaret goes back to a time when Judge Biggs was a young boy and tries to prevent the chain of events that transformed him into a corrupt, jaded man. But with the forces of history working against her, will Margaret be able to change the past? Or will she be pushed back to a present in which her father is still doomed? Told in alternating voices between Margaret and Josh, this heartwarming story shows that sometimes the forces of good need a little extra help to triumph over the forces of evil.
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El Deafo by Cece Bell 248 pages; Graphic Novel
A 2015 Newbery Honor Book Going to school and making new friends can be tough. But going to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny, poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear, a very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid. 

The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El   Deafo, Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and find the friend she’s longed for.

Treasure Hunters (Treasure Hunters Series #1) by James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein, Mark Shulman (With) Juliana Neufeld (Illustrator) 480 pages Adventure
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Middle School, the Worst Years of My Life and I Funny comes a brilliantly original new adventure series, jam-packed with action, humor, and heart! The Kidd siblings have grown up diving down to shipwrecks and traveling the world, helping their famous parents recover everything from swords to gold doubloons from the bottom of the ocean. But after their parents mysteriously disappear, the kids are suddenly thrust into the biggest treasure hunt of their lives. They'll have to work together to defeat dangerous pirates and dodge the hot pursuit by an evil treasure hunting rival, all while   following cryptic clues to unravel the mystery of what really happened to their parents--and find out if they're still alive.
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