Recommended Summer Reading (Fiction) for Students entering Grade 5

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell   
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This is a Newbery Medal winning story of a 12 year old girl who lives alone on a Pacific island after she leaps from a rescue ship. Isolated on the island for 18 years, Karana forages for food, builds weapons to fight predators, and finds strength and peace in her seclusion.  It is a classic tale of discovery and solitude.
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Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
 As the German troops begin their campaign to “relocate” all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and human decency in the world even during a time of terror and war. 
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Ghost Buddy #1: Zero to Hero by Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver 

The authors of the Hank Zipzer books have written this hilarious series! Billy Broccoli is new to the neighborhood and has to deal with an obnoxious school bully. Will a funny ghost be able to help Billy succeed in life?
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate   
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Winner of the 2013 Newbery Medal and a #1 New York Times bestseller, this stirring and unforgettable novel from renowned author Katherine Applegate celebrates the transformative power of unexpected friendships. Inspired by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated novel is told from the point-of-view of Ivan himself.
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin
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In the Valley of Fruitless Mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle hut with her parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the Jade Dragon and the Old Man on the Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's questions. Inspired by these stories, Minli sets off on an extraordinary journey to find the Old Man on the Moon to ask him how she can change her family's fortune.
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Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

The author of the beloved One for the Murphys gives readers an emotionally-charged, uplifting novel that will speak to anyone who’s ever thought there was something wrong with them because they didn’t fit in.   “Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.”
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Ungifted by Gordan Korman
From #1 New York Times bestselling author Gordon Korman comes a hilarious and heartfelt novel in which one middle-school troublemaker accidentally moves into the gifted and talented program—and changes everything. For fans of Louis Sachar and Jack Gantos, this funny and touching underdog story is a lovable and goofy adventure with robot fights, middle-school dances, live experiments, and statue-toppling pranks!

Recommended Summer Reading (Nonfiction) for Students entering Grade 5
Black Frontiers:  A History of African-American Heroes in the Old West by Lillian Schlissel
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Black Frontiers chronicles the life and times of black men and women who settled the West from 1865 to the early 1900s. In this striking book, you'll meet many of these brave individuals face-to-face, through rare vintage photographs and a fascinating account of their real-life history.
Gorilla Doctors:  Saving Endangered Great Apes by Pamela S. Turner
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Mountain gorillas are playful, curious, and protective of their families. They are also one of the most endangered species in the world. For years, mountain gorillas have faced the threat of death by poachers. Funds raised by “gorilla tourism”—bringing people into the forest to see gorillas—have helped protect them. This tourism is vital, but contact between gorillas and people brought a new threat to the gorillas: human disease. The Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project is a group of scientists working to save the mountain gorilla population in Rwanda and Uganda. 
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If You Were a Pioneer on the Prairie by Anna Kamma

The newest title from this wonderful historical series, "If You Were a Pioneer on the Prairie" gives a child a look at what his or her life would have been like during this time period. This new addition to the popular question-and-answer history series invites readers to step back in time and see what it was like to grow up on the Great Plains more than 100 years ago. 
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Immigrants by Martin W. Sandler

 Martin W. Sandler's Immigrants shows how the experiences of people who immigrated to the United States helped to shape its national identity and heritage. Millions of people from all over the world left their homelands in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to come to the United States. Their journeys were often long and perilous, but to these huddled masses, the sight of the Statue of Liberty signified hope for a new beginning in their new home—America.
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A More Perfect Union:  The Story of Our Constitution by Betsy and Guilio Maestro
 Overview With accurate historical information, this easy-to-understand book tells why and how the Constitution of the United States was created. A More Perfect Union includes a map and back matter with a table of dates and a summary of the Articles of the Constitution. "A simple, attractive, informative book about a milestone in American history. 
Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream by Tanya Lee Stone  
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What does it take to be an astronaut? Excellence at flying, courage, intelligence, resistance to stress, top physical shape -- any checklist would include these. But when America created NASA in 1958, there was another unspoken rule: you had to be a man. Here is the tale of thirteen women who proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest man but also brave enough to challenge the government. They were blocked by prejudice, jealousy, and the scrawled note of one of the most powerful men in Washington. But even though the Mercury 13 women did not make it into space, they did not lose, for their example empowered young women to take their place in the sky, piloting jets and commanding space capsules. ALMOST ASTRONAUTS is the story of thirteen true pioneers of the space age.
Any of the books from the “What Was” series (nonfiction)

Suggested Summer Reading Author List 
Adventure Stories


Will Hobbs

Gordon Korman

Funny Stories
Jack Gantos

Daniel Pinkwater

Barbara Park

Henry Winkler (Hank Zipzer series)

Historical Fiction
Avi

Christopher Paul Curtis

Patricia Reilly Giff

Katherine Paterson

Mystery and Suspense

Mary Downing Hahn

Cynthia DeFelice

Blue Balliett

Richard Peck

Sports Stories

Matt Christopher

Rich Wallace

Dan Gutman

Fantasy & Science Fiction

Susan Cooper

Shannon Hale

Bruce Coville

Gail Carson Levine

Lois Lowry

Realistic Fiction
Jeanne Birdsall

Frank Cottrell Boyce

Paula Danziger

Jerry Spinelli

Sarah Pennypacker

Wendy Mass

Nonfiction

Sandra Markle (animals)

Fiona MacDonald (history)

Nic Bishop (nature, animals)

Dennis Fradin (history)

Deborah Kops (animals, history)

Series: Eyewitness (science); Who Was? (biographies), You Wouldn’t Want to Be…(history)

