“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island…and best of all, you can enjoy these riches every day of your life.” –Walt Disney
June, 2016
Dear Parents:

Attached please find the Wynn Middle School eighth grade summer reading list and nonfiction reading journal assignment. Summer reading in the Tewksbury School System is mandatory, and teachers will expect each student to read one book over the summer. The list is comprised of nonfiction books that are appropriate for your child’s age and grade level. Books should be available at the town library as well as local bookstores. 

The nonfiction reading journals will be due upon return to school in late August. The final date for passing in reports will be Thursday, September 8, 2016. The assignment your child completes will be used in class as a tool to learn how to develop his or her responses to literature, and a project will be completed in class. This project will be the first grade in this subject for the school year.  

The ability to read is crucial to an individual’s success in school and on the job. Reading is a life-long skill that opens doors and experiences to children. The English Department recommends you help your child discover books of interest, as avid readers make skilled writers and critical thinkers.  We would like to say thank you in advance for your support of this program. Remember, one book by September 8th. Your child’s teachers look forward to discussing the adventures experienced through reading upon return to school. Enjoy your summer!

Sincerely,

John Weir





Teachers of the Wynn Middle School Principal 




English Language Arts Department

Attachment

8th Grade Summer Nonfiction Reading Options

Choose one of the following books:

1.  I Am Malala (Young Readers Edition), Malala Yousafzai 
A young Noble Peace Prize winner tells the story of how she defended education for girls, survived an attack from the Taliban, and became an advocate for her cause. 

2. Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage, Alfred Lansing
This is an amazing account of survival against overwhelming odds. The book recounts the Antarctic voyage of Ernest Shackleton and his crew aboard the Endurance. The crew is faced with life threatening challenges when the ship becomes trapped and crushed in the ice. 
3. She Said Yes: The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall, Misty Bernall

In this memoir about Cassie Bernall, a victim of the Columbine High School shooting, her mother tells the story of the problems her daughter struggled with as a teenager and how she turned her life around prior to the tragedy.

4. Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter, Adeline Yen Mah
After her mother died giving birth to her, Adeline was rejected by her siblings, her father, and her stepmother. She finds escape through a play-writing contest and education at an English university.  

5. All Creatures Great and Small, James Herriot  

This memoir consists of a heartwarming collection of stories about a veterinarian in Yorkshire, England.  Animal lovers will enjoy this book.
6. My Life in Dog Years, Gary Paulsen

For animal lovers, Gary Paulsen (author of Hatchet and Woodsong) tells the story of his life through his dog companions.  Each chapter presents a different dog and the significance of the dog in his life.  

Name:_________________________________________
Title:__________________________________________
Author:________________________________________
Part I:

Each of these books focuses on an individual who overcomes a challenging circumstance.  

Please answer the following questions related to this theme in paragraph form (5-6 sentences).
1. Describe the individual’s challenging circumstance.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how the individual overcomes his/her challenge.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. How does the individual grow as a result of overcoming his/her challenge?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. In what ways can you relate to this individual or the circumstance that he/she overcomes?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Part II:

Each student should keep a journal of important excerpts, quotes and events as he/she reads through each chapter.  Include at least 2-3 excerpts/quotes per chapter/ scene.  Please follow the format that we have included to keep a detailed journal. A minimum of 20 quotes should be included.
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	Why do I find this quote interesting or important?
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